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‘THE LAW IS THERE, LET'S USE IT’
ENDING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN VENEZUELA

Violence in the family remains the most common form of violence
against women worldwide. Venezuela is no exception. However, a new
law, approved in 2007, sets out many of the measures that are most
urgently needed to overcome the barriers preventing women from living
a life free from violence. Implementation of the law now would provide
immediate protection and begin to put an end to the pain and suffering
experienced here and now in homes throughout the country.

This report highlights both the promise held out by the law and the
measures that the Venezuelan authorities need to take to ensure that
the law’s potential to protect women is realized.

At the heart of this report are the voices of women who have
courageously shared their experiences, fears and hopes with Amnesty
International. Their demand is simple: “The law’s there, let’s apply it”.
Amnesty International is adding its voice to theirs to call on the
Venezuelan authorities to show the political will and determination to
put the law into practice and help end domestic violence in Venezuela.
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